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From the Manager’s Desk
Public Safety Leadership
Danielle Haynes has 
been promoted to 
Chief of Police and 
Steve Schroeder 
promoted to Chief of 
Fire.  Both individuals 
are outstanding 
examples of hard work 
and professionalism.  
Anyone interested in 
discussing their vision 
for the Departments is 
encouraged to reach 
out to them at 231-527-0005.

My name is Erik Little. I was born in Calumet Michigan 
in 1964 and lived in Houghton until the age of 5.  My 
family moved to Boulder Colorado in 1969; we actually 
lived in Marshall Colorado, a very small town just 
south of Boulder. I grew up playing in the foothills of 
the Rocky Mountains. I grew up playing in the barns of 
nearby Hogan Ranch, where I developed my passion 
for the western way of life and the companionship of 
a good horse.

I attended the Boulder Valley Schools before going on 
to play college football at Western State University. 
After a time working in construction, I decided to get 
into law enforcement.  I attended Colorado Mountain 
College and graduated from the Police Academy in 
1987.  I went to work for the Boulder County Sheriff’s 
Dept. and eventually the El Paso County Sheriff’s Dept. 
in Colorado Springs where I joined the Mounted Patrol 
division. I had missed the ranching life and if felt good 
to get back on the horse; my love for horses and cattle 
was as strong as ever.  However, the cost of living in 
Colorado was high and owning my own property was 
not going to be possible on a Deputy’s salary.

Meet and Greet: 
Erik Little, Police Officer, BRDPS

At the City Commission
On Monday, March 2, the City Commission  began 
the meeting with the oaths of office for the new 
Chief of Police and Chief of Fire. Two study session 
explained about a new Charter Revision Committee 
and a recommendation to buy the Depot.

The Commission also acted on several points of 
business including:

• A resolution to adopt the 2020-2026 Capital 
Improvements Program.

• A resolution authorizing a Special Land Use 
Permit for a restaurant at 1294 Perry Ave (Arby’s).

• An ordinance to rezone 520 S Third Ave from R-3 
Residential to C-3 Commercial.

• A resolution to provide appropriation for the 
Mecosta County Development Corporation for 
economic development services.

Commission meetings are open to the public. Join us 
at 6:30 PM on the 1st and 3rd Mondays each month.



As my extended family lives in Michigan, I started 
to look for property and work here.  I have family 
in the Reed City area and enjoyed the small-town 
atmosphere.  In 1999, I moved to Reed City and began 
working with Big Rapids DPS, where am now in my 
33rd year in law enforcement.  I built a small ranch in 
the Reed City area and started raising and training 
horses and Dexter cattle.

In 2005, I was able to start a one-horse mounted patrol.  
I rode Jesse the Percheron horse from 2005-2009.  
Jesse was a community favorite.  Unfortunately, Jesse 
developed a brain tumor and died in late September 
of 2009. The outpouring of community support after 
Jesse’s passing was huge; he was loved by all.

Boomer, also a black Percheron, was introduced to the 
Big Rapids community in 2010 and is still active today. 
We don’t have daily patrols like we did until 2013, 
but we are active at most community events.  The 
community-at-large enjoys interacting with Boomer.

The Big Rapids community has been very supportive 
to me and my horses.  Hardly a day goes by without 
some conversation about the good ol’ days when 
Jesse and I patrolled the east side and downtown. The 
Big Rapids Community is full of good people; they 
have civic pride and show me everyday with words of 
encouragement and support.

For the last 5 years, I have volunteered for the Clare 
County Mounted Division Search and Rescue.  We 
put on two training clinics a year for other Mounted 
divisions. I am currently assembling a Mounted division 
for the Osceola County Sheriff’s Dept. Mounted 
divisions’ success has lead to being requested from 
other communities as mutual aid.

By the Numbers: 02/17/20-03/01/20
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 7,871 Total Passengers
• 3,194 Demand Response Passengers
• 4,677 Ferris Shuttle RiderS
• 507 Adult Riders and 967 Child Riders
• 1,720 Senior or Disabled Riders

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library
• The Friends of the Big Rapids Community Library 

will be hosting their monthly used book sale on 
March 7 from 9:30AM to 12 noon. 

• Crime Will Tell: True Crime Book Club begins on 
March 18th at 5:00PM and will be discussing the 
book Helter Skelter. 

• March is Women’s History Month. Stop by the 
Library for new displays and events. 

• Women’s History Month Film Series starts on 
Friday, March 13th with the film Suffragette.

Check the Library website for more event details. 

Meet and Greet continued.

Election Day Reminder
Election day is Tuesday, March 10, 2020. Polls in City 
of Big Rapids will be open from 7AM to 8PM. Precinct 
1 votes at the Public Safety Building, 435 N Michigan 
Ave; Precinct 2 at City Hall, 226 N Michigan Ave; and 
Precinct 3 at MOISD, 15830 S Bronson Ave. See a map 
of the precincts on the City’s website.

The ballot this election includes a Proposal asking 
whether to adopt an ordinance to prohibit recreational 
marihuana establishments in the City. 
• Voters who want to prohibit recreational marihuana 

businesses in the City will vote YES. 
• Voters who want to allow recreational marihuana 

businesses in the City will vote NO. 
Voters can also choose to vote in one of two Party 
Presidential Primaries. Sample ballots are available on 
the City website.

The City Clerk’s office will be open on Saturday, March 
7 from 11AM-3PM and Sunday, March 8 from 9AM-1PM 
to assist residents with absentee ballots. Erik and Boomer leading a parade.


